
Tuesday, 
May 24th 

2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Oregon Department of Consumer and Business Services, Room 260 
350 Winter St NE, Salem 

The State of Oregon Research Academy (SORA) exists to offer those 
working for the State of Oregon an opportunity to network, build  
connections for collaboration, and learn more about research, data, and 
statistics. 

2:00-3:00 pm Presentation I 

Developing a common “language” that makes com-
prehensive reporting and data analysis possible    
 
The Ed-Fi Alliance is the group of educators, technologists, and thought 
leaders shaping the future of education technology.  Ed-Fi brings together 
education data onto a single platform—making it possible to have a com-
plete view of what’s happening across a school, district, or state.  
Ed-Fi isn’t another complicated piece of software to adopt. Instead, Ed-Fi 
offers an easy-to-implement data standard that every school district can 
use to record and compile student information.  
 
 

3:00-4:00 pm Presentation II 

NO FEE, NO REGISTRATION, JUST SHOW UP! 
For questions, contact: Jason Daniels at:JASON.H.DANIELS@dhsoha.state.or.us 

Providing decision support tools to  
mainstream school and local government leaders  

Stuart Long, CIO at Clackamas ESD; DC Brown, Technology Services Director at Willamette ESD and Co-
Director CTA; Don Wolff, CIO at Hillsboro School District; and Rick Wahlstrom, CIO at Multnomah ESD, 
Northwest Regional ESD and Co-Director CTA 
 

Forecast5’s strategy has always been focused on three guiding questions; How am I doing? How do I com-
pare? and What does the future look like?  To start they used data that government organizations were al-
ready mandated to produce. Strategically organizing and combining produced powerful visualizations. Next, 
they began to build on other ideas like geo-spatial, survey-based and trend data. The most influential forces 
driving development are attributes of clients such as willingness to collaborate, need to be transparent and 
consistent financial pressure.  The challenge is matching the cost of data analytics with the skills of public 
sector leadership.  



SORA’s 2018 Executive Committee 

Member Agency Position 

Felicia Bechtoldt 

(Chair) 

Employment Department Economist 

Karen Howard 

(Vice-Chair) 

Department of Consumer and  
Business Services 

Research Analyst 

Hannah Osinga 

(Secretary) 

State Accident Insurance Fund 
Corporation (SAIF) 

Senior Research Analyst 

Jason Daniels 

(Communications Coordinator) 

 Oregon Health Authority Operations and Policy Analyst 

Alethia Miller 

(Workforce Development Coordinator) 

Legislative Policy and Research 
Office 

Legislative and Policy Analyst 

Tasha Chapman 

(Volunteer Coordinator) 

Department of Consumer and  
Business Services 

Research Analyst 

Will Burchard 

(Web Coordinator) 

Employment Department Usability Analyst 

Daniel McKay Department of Administrative  
Services 

Operations and Policy Analyst 

James Foutch Department of Education Research Analyst 

Larry Williams Bureau of Labor and Industries Apprenticeship Representative 

Kim Toews Department of Transportation Manager 

Virginia Mason Oregon Health Authority Business Intelligence Project  
Manager 

Jan McCoy Department of Education Education Specialist 

Jerry Curry Oregon State Library 
 
Reference Librarian 


